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Alocasia Polly Introduction
Alocasia Polly, scientifically known as Alocasia ‘Polly’, is a stunning tropical plant prized for its distinctive foliage and compact growth habit. This cultivar is a hybrid

derived from the Alocasia species, specifically bred for its ornamental qualities and suitability as an indoor plant. Native to the tropical regions of Southeast Asia,

Alocasia Polly embodies the lush, exotic beauty of its rainforest origins.

The most striking feature of Alocasia Polly is its foliage. The leaves are arrow-shaped with deeply scalloped edges, giving them a unique, almost architectural

appearance. They display a rich, dark green color on the surface, with prominent silvery-white veins that create a dramatic contrast. The undersides of the leaves

are often a deep purple, adding to the plant’s visual interest. Each leaf can grow up to 16 inches long and 8 inches wide, making it a substantial presence in any

indoor space.

Alocasia Polly is known for its compact growth habit, which sets it apart from many of its larger Alocasia relatives. This characteristic makes it particularly well-

suited for indoor cultivation, where space may be limited. The plant typically grows to a height of 1-2 feet, with a similar spread, making it an ideal choice for

tabletops, shelves, or as a floor plant in smaller rooms. Its upright growth pattern and architectural leaves make it an excellent specimen plant, capable of adding

a touch of tropical elegance to any interior design scheme.

Alocasia Polly Care & Growing Guide
Caring for Alocasia Polly requires attention to detail and an understanding of its tropical origins. This plant thrives in conditions that mimic its native rainforest

habitat, including warm temperatures, high humidity, and bright, indirect light. With proper care, Alocasia Polly can be a rewarding and long-lasting addition to

your indoor plant collection.

One of the most critical aspects of Alocasia Polly care is maintaining the right balance of moisture. The soil should be kept consistently moist but never

waterlogged. Overwatering can quickly lead to root rot, while underwatering can cause the leaves to droop and potentially drop. It’s essential to use a well-

draining potting mix and a container with adequate drainage holes. Water the plant when the top inch of soil feels dry to the touch, and always empty any water

that collects in the saucer beneath the pot.

Alocasia Polly also requires high humidity to thrive. In most indoor environments, especially during winter months or in air-conditioned spaces, additional

humidity will be necessary. This can be achieved through regular misting, placing the plant on a pebble tray filled with water, or using a humidifier nearby.

Grouping it with other plants can also help create a more humid microclimate. In terms of light, Alocasia Polly prefers bright, indirect light. Direct sunlight can

scorch its leaves, while too little light can lead to leggy growth and loss of the plant’s vibrant coloration. A spot near a north or east-facing window often provides

ideal lighting conditions.


Soil

Alocasia Polly thrives in a well-draining, rich potting mix that retains some moisture while allowing excess water to drain freely. An ideal soil composition would

be a mixture of peat moss, perlite, and regular potting soil in equal parts. This combination provides the right balance of moisture retention and aeration that

Alocasia Polly needs.

The preferred pH range for Alocasia Polly is slightly acidic to neutral, between 5.5 and 7.0. This pH range allows for optimal nutrient uptake. To maintain this pH

level, you can add small amounts of agricultural lime to raise pH or sulfur to lower it if necessary.

Good drainage is crucial for Alocasia Polly to prevent root rot. The soil should be moist but never waterlogged. If the soil becomes compacted over time, it can

lead to poor drainage and root health issues. To improve drainage, you can add orchid bark or coarse sand to the potting mix.

Specific soil amendments that benefit Alocasia Polly include:

1. Activated charcoal: Helps purify the soil and prevent fungal growth.

2. Worm castings: Provides slow-release nutrients and improves soil structure.

3. Coconut coir: Enhances moisture retention while improving aeration.

Soil composition directly affects the plant’s health and growth. Poor soil conditions can lead to various problems:

1. Poor drainage: Can cause root rot and fungal diseases.

2. Compaction: Restricts root growth and oxygen availability.

3. Inappropriate pH: Can lead to nutrient deficiencies or toxicities.

4. Salt build-up: Can occur from over-fertilization, causing root burn.

5. Nutrient deficiencies: Can result from poor soil quality or pH imbalance.

6. Root boundness: Can occur if the plant outgrows its pot, leading to stunted growth.

 Fertilizer

Alocasia Polly benefits from regular fertilization during its active growing season (spring and summer). Use a balanced, water-soluble fertilizer with an NPK ratio

of 20-20-20 or 10-10-10.

Fertilization schedule:

1. During growing season: Feed every 2-4 weeks

2. During dormancy (fall and winter): Reduce to monthly or stop completely

Recommended mixture:

1. Dilute the fertilizer to half the strength recommended on the package

2. Apply to moist soil to prevent root burn

Signs of over-fertilization:

1. White crust on soil surface

2. Leaf tip browning

3. Stunted growth

4. Wilting despite adequate watering

Signs of under-fertilization:

1. Pale or yellowing leaves

2. Slow growth

3. Smaller than normal leaves

Organic fertilizer alternatives:

1. Compost tea

2. Fish emulsion

3. Worm castings

4. Seaweed extract

Specific nutrient requirements:

1. Nitrogen: Essential for leaf growth and overall plant health

2. Phosphorus: Supports root development

3. Potassium: Enhances overall plant vigor and disease resistance

4. Magnesium: Important for chlorophyll production; deficiency can cause interveinal chlorosis

Note: Alocasia Polly is sensitive to fluoride, so avoid fertilizers containing this element.

 Watering

Alocasia Polly requires consistent moisture but is sensitive to overwatering. The soil should be kept evenly moist but never soggy. Water when the top inch of

soil feels dry to the touch.

Water quality preferences:

1. Rainwater or distilled water is ideal

2. If using tap water, allow it to sit out overnight to allow chlorine to dissipate

3. Avoid using softened water due to its high sodium content

Signs of underwatering:

1. Drooping or wilting leaves

2. Crispy, brown leaf edges

3. Slow growth or leaf production

Signs of overwatering:

1. Yellowing leaves, especially lower ones

2. Soft, mushy stems near the soil line

3. Mold on the soil surface

4. Foul odor from the soil

Watering needs change seasonally:

1. Spring/Summer (growing season): Water more frequently, keeping soil consistently moist

2. Fall/Winter (dormant period): Reduce watering frequency, allowing soil to dry slightly between waterings

During different growth stages:

1. Young plants: May require more frequent, lighter waterings

2. Mature plants: Can tolerate slightly longer periods between waterings

3. During leaf emergence: Maintain consistent moisture to support new growth

 Lighting

Alocasia Polly thrives in bright, indirect light. It prefers filtered sunlight or partial shade, similar to what it would receive growing on the forest floor in its native

habitat. An ideal location would be near a north or east-facing window where it can receive plenty of light without being exposed to direct sunlight, especially

during the hottest parts of the day.

Signs of insufficient light include:

1. Elongated, leggy growth as the plant stretches towards light sources

2. Smaller leaves than usual

3. Loss of variegation or fading of leaf colors

4. Slow or stunted growth

Signs of excessive light exposure include:

1. Scorched or bleached patches on leaves

2. Curling or crisping of leaf edges

3. Yellowing of leaves, especially on the side facing the light source

4. Wilting or drooping, even when the soil is moist

If natural lighting conditions are suboptimal, you can adjust by:

1. Using sheer curtains to filter strong sunlight

2. Moving the plant further from or closer to windows as needed

3. Rotating the plant regularly to ensure even growth

4. Supplementing with artificial grow lights, especially in low-light environments or during winter months

5. Consider using LED grow lights with a full spectrum to provide balanced light for photosynthesis

 Temperature

Alocasia Polly thrives in warm temperatures, preferring a range between 60°F to 80°F (15°C to 27°C). The ideal temperature is around 70°F (21°C). This plant is

not cold-hardy and can suffer damage if exposed to temperatures below 55°F (13°C).

Temperature tolerance and tips:

1. Avoid cold drafts from windows, doors, or air conditioning units

2. Keep away from heat sources like radiators or heating vents

3. Protect from sudden temperature fluctuations

4. If outdoor temperatures drop below 55°F (13°C), bring the plant indoors

5. In summer, ensure good air circulation to prevent heat stress

Cold sensitivity:

1. Symptoms of cold damage include leaf yellowing, drooping, and eventual leaf drop

2. If exposed to cold, move to a warmer location and trim any damaged leaves

Heat sensitivity:

1. While tolerant of warm temperatures, extreme heat can cause stress

2. Signs of heat stress include leaf curling, wilting, and brown spots

3. Increase humidity and watering frequency during hot periods

Protecting from extreme temperatures:

1. Use insulating materials like bubble wrap around the pot in winter

2. Move plants away from windows during extreme weather

3. Consider using a heating mat for consistent warmth in colder months

4. Provide shade or move to a cooler spot during heatwaves

 Humidity

Alocasia Polly prefers high humidity levels, ideally between 60% to 80%. This mimics its natural tropical habitat and helps prevent issues like leaf browning and

crispy edges.

To increase humidity:

1. Use a pebble tray filled with water placed beneath the plant

2. Group plants together to create a more humid microclimate

3. Use a room humidifier

4. Mist the leaves regularly, preferably in the morning

5. Place the plant in naturally humid areas like bathrooms or kitchens

To decrease humidity (rarely necessary):

1. Improve air circulation with fans

2. Reduce misting and other humidity-increasing measures

3. Use a dehumidifier if the environment is excessively humid

Symptoms of low humidity stress:

1. Brown, crispy leaf edges

2. Curling leaves

3. Leaf drop

4. Stunted growth

Symptoms of high humidity stress (less common):

1. Fungal growth on leaves or soil

2. Soft, mushy growth

3. Increased susceptibility to root rot if combined with overwatering

Specific humidifying methods:

1. Pebble trays: Effective and low-maintenance, but limited range

2. Misting: Provides temporary humidity boost, requires frequent application

3. Humidifiers: Most effective for maintaining consistent humidity levels

4. Terrariums or humidity domes: Very effective but can limit air circulation

5. Grouping plants: Natural and effective, but may not be sufficient in very dry environments

 Propagation

Alocasia Polly can be propagated through division or by separating offsets. Here’s a detailed step-by-step guide:

Method 1: Division

1. Choose a mature, healthy plant with multiple stems.

2. Water the plant thoroughly a day before division to reduce stress.

3. Gently remove the plant from its pot.

4. Shake off excess soil to expose the root system.

5. Identify natural divisions or separate stems with roots attached.

6. Using a clean, sharp knife, carefully separate the divisions.

7. Ensure each division has at least one healthy stem and adequate roots.

8. Pot each division in a well-draining potting mix.

9. Water lightly and place in a warm, humid location with indirect light.

10. Maintain high humidity around the new plants using a plastic bag or humidity dome.

Method 2: Offset Separation

1. Identify small offsets (pups) growing from the base of the parent plant.

2. Wait until the offset is at least 4 inches tall and has developed some roots.

3. Carefully remove the parent plant from its pot.

4. Gently separate the offset from the parent plant, ensuring it has some roots attached.

5. If the offset is firmly attached, use a clean, sharp knife to separate it.

6. Pot the offset in a small container with well-draining potting mix.

7. Water lightly and place in a warm, humid location with indirect light.

8. Cover with a clear plastic bag to maintain humidity, removing it daily for air circulation.

Success rates:

– Division: Generally has a high success rate (80-90%) as each division already has an established root system.

– Offset separation: Slightly lower success rate (70-80%) but still effective if offsets are well-developed.

Best time to propagate:

– Spring or early summer, when the plant is entering its active growth phase.

Establishment time:

– Divided plants typically establish within 4-6 weeks.

– Offsets may take 6-8 weeks to show significant new growth.

Note: Maintain warm temperatures (70-80°F) and high humidity (70-80%) for best results during the propagation process.

 Potting

Potting and repotting requirements for Alocasia Polly:

Pot type:

– Use a pot with drainage holes to prevent water stagnation.

– Plastic or glazed ceramic pots work well as they retain moisture better than terracotta.

– Choose a pot that is 1-2 inches larger in diameter than the current root ball.

Drainage needs:

– Excellent drainage is crucial to prevent root rot.

– Add a layer of pebbles or broken pottery at the bottom of the pot for extra drainage.

Repotting frequency:

– Repot young, fast-growing plants annually.

– Mature plants can be repotted every 2-3 years or when rootbound.

Ideal soil composition:

– Use a well-draining, airy potting mix.

– A mixture of 1 part peat moss, 1 part perlite, and 1 part regular potting soil works well.

Signs that indicate repotting is needed:

1. Roots growing out of drainage holes

2. Plant becoming top-heavy or unstable

3. Water draining too quickly through the pot

4. Slowed growth or yellowing leaves (if not due to other factors)

5. Soil drying out much faster than usual

Root pruning:

– Gently trim away any damaged, dead, or excessively long roots.

– Avoid removing more than 25% of the root system.

Transitioning to a new pot:

1. Water the plant thoroughly a day before repotting.

2. Gently remove the plant from its current pot.

3. Loosen the root ball and remove old soil.

4. Place a layer of fresh potting mix in the new pot.

5. Position the plant in the center of the new pot.

6. Fill around the roots with fresh potting mix, firming gently.

7. Water thoroughly and place in a warm, humid spot with indirect light.

8. Avoid fertilizing for 4-6 weeks after repotting to prevent stress.

Minimizing stress during repotting:

1. Repot during the plant’s active growing season (spring or early summer).

2. Maintain high humidity around the plant after repotting.

3. Avoid direct sunlight for a week or two after repotting.

4. Don’t overwater; wait until the top inch of soil feels dry before watering again.

 Pruning

Pruning needs and techniques for Alocasia Polly:

Best Time for Pruning
Spring or early summer, during the active growing season.

Frequency
As needed, typically 2-3 times per year.

Purpose

Tools

Step-by-Step Guide

Preparation
Water the plant thoroughly a day before pruning to ensure it’s well-hydrated.

Aftercare

Special Considerations

 Blooming

Alocasia Polly rarely blooms indoors. When it does, the blooms are typically small and insignificant compared to the foliage. In its natural habitat, blooming may

occur during the warm season, but the exact timing can vary. The flowers, when present, are typically spadix-type, characteristic of the Araceae family, consisting

of a spathe (a large bract) surrounding a spike-like structure (spadix) bearing tiny flowers. However, these blooms are not a primary feature of the plant and are

seldom seen in indoor cultivation.

 Pests and Diseases

Pests
Common issues
Spider Mites, Tiny specks on leaves, fine webbing between leaves, yellowing or bronzing of foliage, Increase humidity, spray with neem oil or insecticidal soap,

wipe leaves with damp cloth regularly

Mealybugs, White, cottony masses on leaves and stems, sticky residue on leaves, Remove with cotton swab dipped in alcohol, apply neem oil or insecticidal soap

Scale Insects, Small, brown, oval bumps on stems and leaves, yellowing of leaves, Scrape off with soft brush, apply horticultural oil or neem oil

Diseases
Common issues
Root Rot, Yellowing leaves, wilting despite moist soil, soft and brown roots, Remove affected roots, repot in fresh, well-draining soil, reduce watering frequency

Leaf Spot, Brown or black spots on leaves, often with yellow halos, Remove affected leaves, improve air circulation, avoid overhead watering, apply fungicide if

severe

Xanthomonas Bacterial Leaf Spot, Water-soaked lesions on leaves that turn brown or black, often with yellow margins, Remove infected leaves, avoid overhead

watering, use copper-based bactericide if severe

 Special Features

Alocasia Polly is renowned for its striking foliage, featuring large, arrow-shaped leaves with prominent white veins against a dark green background. The

undersides of the leaves often display a rich purple color, adding to its visual appeal. This plant’s compact growth habit makes it an excellent choice for smaller

spaces, bringing a touch of tropical elegance to indoor environments. Its architectural form and dramatic leaf patterns make it a standout specimen in any plant

collection.

 Plant Benefits

While Alocasia Polly is primarily grown for ornamental purposes, it does offer some air-purifying benefits by removing small amounts of indoor air pollutants.

However, it’s important to note that this plant is toxic if ingested, so it does not have direct herbal or pharmaceutical benefits. Its main advantages are aesthetic,

contributing to a more relaxing and visually appealing indoor environment, which can have positive effects on mental well-being and stress reduction.

 Additional Information

Alocasia Polly is a hybrid cultivar, specifically bred for its compact size and striking foliage. It’s part of the larger Alocasia genus, which includes many species

commonly known as Elephant Ears. While it’s a popular houseplant, it can be grown outdoors in USDA hardiness zones 10-11. The plant has a dormancy period in

winter, during which growth slows and care requirements change slightly. It’s also worth noting that Alocasia Polly can be sensitive to changes in its environment,

so it’s best to find a good spot for it and avoid frequent relocations.

 Life Cycle

Alocasia Polly is a perennial plant with a distinct growth cycle. In spring and summer, it enters an active growth phase, producing new leaves and potentially

offsets. During this time, it requires more water, nutrients, and bright indirect light. As autumn approaches, growth slows, and the plant may enter a dormant

phase in winter. During dormancy, the plant may lose some or all of its leaves, which is normal. Watering and fertilization should be reduced during this time. As

spring returns, the plant will resume active growth, often producing new leaves from its corm (underground stem). This cycle continues year after year, with

proper care allowing the plant to thrive and potentially produce offsets for propagation.

Are Alocasia Polly Poisonous, Toxic

Alocasia Polly is toxic to cats, dogs, and humans if ingested. All parts of the plant contain calcium oxalate crystals, which can cause severe irritation and swelling

of the mouth, tongue, and throat if chewed or eaten. In pets, symptoms of toxicity include drooling, vomiting, difficulty swallowing, and oral pain. In severe cases, it

can cause swelling of the upper airway, making it difficult to breathe. For humans, especially children, ingestion can lead to similar symptoms, including burning

and swelling of the lips, mouth, and tongue, difficulty speaking or swallowing, and in rare cases, more severe reactions. If ingestion occurs, rinse the mouth

thoroughly with water and seek immediate medical attention or contact a poison control center. To prevent toxicity, keep the plant out of reach of children and

pets, and always wear gloves when handling or pruning the plant.

 Frequently Asked Questions

How often should I water my Alocasia Polly?
Water your Alocasia Polly when the top inch of soil feels dry. This usually means watering once or twice a week during the growing season, and less frequently

during winter dormancy.

Is Alocasia Polly toxic to pets?
Yes, Alocasia Polly is toxic to pets if ingested. It contains calcium oxalate crystals which can cause irritation and swelling in the mouth and digestive tract.

How much light does Alocasia Polly need?
Alocasia Polly thrives in bright, indirect light. Avoid direct sunlight as it can scorch the leaves. A spot near a north or east-facing window is often ideal.

How do I increase humidity for my Alocasia Polly?
You can increase humidity by misting the leaves regularly, using a pebble tray filled with water, grouping plants together, or using a humidifier near the plant.

Why are the leaves of my Alocasia Polly turning yellow?
Yellowing leaves can be caused by various factors including overwatering, underwatering, low humidity, or nutrient deficiencies. Check the soil moisture and

adjust care accordingly.

How often should I fertilize my Alocasia Polly?
Fertilize your Alocasia Polly every 2-4 weeks during the growing season (spring and summer) with a balanced, water-soluble fertilizer diluted to half strength.

Can Alocasia Polly be propagated?
Yes, Alocasia Polly can be propagated through division of the rhizome or by separating offsets (pups) that grow from the base of the plant.

Why are the edges of my Alocasia Polly’s leaves turning brown?
Brown leaf edges often indicate low humidity or inconsistent watering. Increase humidity around the plant and maintain a consistent watering schedule.

How big does Alocasia Polly grow?
Alocasia Polly is a compact variety, typically growing to a height of 1-2 feet with a similar spread, making it suitable for indoor cultivation.

Does Alocasia Polly go dormant?
Yes, Alocasia Polly may enter a dormant phase during winter months. During this time, growth slows or stops, and the plant may lose some leaves. Reduce

watering and stop fertilizing during dormancy.

Can I grow Alocasia Polly in my indoor space

Difficulty

Intermediate
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Medium
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Medium
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Alocasia 'Polly' botanical details

Common Name

Alocasia Polly

Other Common Names

African Mask Plant, Elephant
Ear Plant

Botanical Name

Alocasia ‘Polly’

Native Area

Southeast Asia

Family Name

Araceae

Plant Type

Perennial

Genus

Alocasia

Kingdom

Plantae
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 Plant Puns and Jokes

Why did the Alocasia Polly go to therapy? It had too many ‘leaf’ issues!
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Clean, sharp pruning shears or scissors

Rubbing alcohol for sterilization

1. Sterilize your pruning tools with rubbing alcohol.

2. Identify leaves that are yellowing, damaged, or dead.

3. Cut the leaf stem (petiole) close to the base of the plant, making a clean cut at a 45-degree angle.

4. For larger leaves, support the leaf with one hand while cutting with the other to prevent tearing.

5. If removing multiple leaves, space out the pruning over a few weeks to minimize stress on the plant.

6. After pruning, wipe the cut areas with a diluted hydrogen peroxide solution to prevent infection.

Place the plant in a location with bright, indirect light.

Maintain high humidity around the plant.

Avoid fertilizing for 2-3 weeks after significant pruning.

Always use clean, sharp tools to minimize damage and prevent disease transmission.

Avoid removing more than 20-25% of the plant’s foliage at one time.

Be cautious of the plant’s sap, which can be irritating to skin and eyes. Wear gloves if necessary.

If pruning to control size, consider repotting into a smaller container instead of heavy pruning.

Perky Plant fertilizer: https://amzn.to/3RdLA00✔

Seaweed extract: https://amzn.to/3z2CsFh✔

Rooting hormone: https://amzn.to/3bIXi0t✔

Espoma fertilizer: https://amzn.to/3vPa9bs✔

Worm compost: https://amzn.to/3HVL01u✔

Full-spectrum Light Bulb-Large: https://amzn.to/3yR6VBu✔

Full-spectrum Lighting: https://amzn.to/3qhhaiv✔

Light meter: https://amzn.to/4dpmp3s✔

Moisture meter: https://amzn.to/3TEUu5N✔

Hygrometer: https://amzn.to/3Cf6h2F✔

Pruning shears: https://amzn.to/3X6oOcg✔

ProMix Potting Soil: https://amzn.to/3iVIrjE✔
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